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Hope for Mtshabez1 treats
Umzingwane for iree

BY NKULULEKD SIBANDA

BULAWAYO — Over a thousand villagers in Umz-
ingwane district last week received free treat-
ment for various ailments at an outreach pro-

| gramme meant to alleviate the lack of health cen-

tres in rural areas.

The villagers from Nsazwi, Munkula, Bezha
and surrcunding areas were treated by doctors
and nurses under the Hope for Mtshabezi (HFM)
initiative at Mswazi Secondary School on Satur-
day.

HFM is made up of volunteers who have been
providing assistance to Mitshabezi Mission Hos-
pital, one of the biggest health centres serving
Umzingwane and Gwanda districts.

Mbongeni Ndlovu who led the volunteers said
the outréach was meant to ease pressure on the
mission hospital, which was being overwhelmed
by the number of patients seeking treatment eve-
v day.

He said 1 102 villagers received treatment and
several patients were advised to go to referral
hospitals in Gwanda and Bulawayo for specialist
treatment.

“We are doing some smaller cases although we

also have eye specialists from the Council for the
Blind who have volunteered their time to be part
of this programme,” Ndlovu said.

Usually the villagers walk more than five kil-
omteres to receive treatment at the Brethren In
Christ Church run Mtshabezi Hospital,

The outreach programmes began in 2008 and so
far several villages have been visited by nurses
and doctors offering free treatment.

HFM has also helped secure doctors for
Mtshabezi Hospital by providing a vehicle and re-
furbishing dilapidated residencies.

Former broadcaster; Abbie Dube who is over-
seging the project attributed its success to the
support it has received from Zimbabweans in the
diaspora.

However, she said they were still short of funds
to run more outreach programmes,

Zimbabwe's health delivery system has been
weighed down by a decade of economiec collapse.

Rural hospitals have been the hardest hit by the
brain drain caused by deteriorating conditions of
service and poor salaries. But mission hospitals
throughout the country have come to the rescue
of desperate villagers as they have fared better
than government institutions during the crisis.

1, Healthcare providers make a recond of the allments. 2. An old man is helped out of a scotch cart as villagers take advantage of free treat-

=+ menk. 3. Patients await thelr trirn to;be sean by the health practitionrs.



